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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 
1-26 (Cancelled) 

27. (Withdrawn) A system for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of checks 
deposited with accompanying deposit information at a remote site, comprising: 

an electronic storage; and 

a set of processors that use the electronic storage and include among them the 
following components 

a component at the central site for receiving deposit information for a plurality of 
different deposit transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different 
deposit transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check 
image data for at least one check to be deposited; 

a component at the central site for identifying image data errors in the electronic data 
received; 

a component at the central site for, if image data errors are identified in the electronic 
data, then sending an instruction to correct the errors; 

a component at the central site for receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

a component at the central site for associating the endorsed and/or voided check image 
data with the original check image data; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

a component at the central site initially transmitting electronic check data and the 
original check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or 
indirectly to a maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the maker 
bank, with the transmitting not being through an accounting program in the bank of first 
deposit. 

28. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising 
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a component for sending the electronic check data and the original check image data 
and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data to a bank of first deposit. 

29. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, wherein the component for receiving 
receives electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image data and/or 
endorsed and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit transactions, the 
checks for each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions to be deposited at a 
different bank of first deposit; and further comprises 

a component for sending each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to 
a respective different bank of first deposit. 

30. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising at the remote site: 
a component for reading said original check image data to create image information 

data; and 

a component comparing the image information data to the electronic check data. 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising a component for 
storing at least one of the original check image data and (he endorsed and/or voided check 
image data on a server accessible from the Internet, 

32. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank; and 
if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

33. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising: 

a component for determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check, and 
if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding directly or 
indirectly the printed check to the maker bank; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 
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34. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, wherein if the original check image 
data is inaccurate or unreadable, then a component for sending the instruction to the remote 
site to correct without first storing at the central site the original check image data having the 
error; and then receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected endorsed check 
image data. 

35. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising after receiving the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data, sending an electronic notification to the remote site 
that a deposit is complete. 

36. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising a component for 
formatting the electronic check data and the original check image data for processing in an 
accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 

37. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising a component for 
determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check; and if it is the 
maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check, if the 
maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the check to be 
printed, and if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the 
check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

38. (Withdrawn) The system The method as defined in claim 27, further comprising 

a component for receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a 
reference key for an original deposit transaction. 

39. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 38, further comprising 

a component for sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or 
indirectly to the maker bank for re-presentment 

40. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 39, further comprising 
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a component for determining if a re-presentment of a returned check requires a hard 
copy of the return check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment, and if 
the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original deposit 
transaction, and sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to 
the maker bank. 

41. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising a system with a 
plurality of different remote sites, comprising: 

at each of a plurality of the remote sites 

an electronic storage; and 

a set of processors that use the electronic storage and include among them the 
following components 

a component for obtaining electronic deposit data fox one or more original checks; 

a component for converting data for each of the one or more original checks into 
electronic check data; 

a component for comparing at least one deposit parameter in the electronic deposit 
data that is not an account number to an individual customer limit; 

a component for providing a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

a component for creating original check image data for each of the one or more 
original checks; 

a component for creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a 
plurality of the one or more original checks; 

a component for electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic 
check data and the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image 
data; and 

a component for transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image 
data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site. 

42. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 41, wherein the component for 
transmitting to the central site transmits both the original check image data and the endorsed 
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and/or voided check image data. 

43. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 41 } further comprising: 

a component at each of the plurality of remote sites for determining if endorsement 
information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date, and if the endorsement information at the 
remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading updated endorsement information from the 
central site. 

44. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising a component for 
the central site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an 
endorsement. 

45. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, wherein the component for 
transmitting the electronic check data and the check image data directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank or the print site transmits both the original check image data and the endorsed 
and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank or the print site. 

46. (Withdrawn) The system as defined in claim 27, further comprising 

a component at the central site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an 
account number to an individual customer limit; and 

sending a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded. 

47. (Withdrawn) A program product for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of 
original checks deposited with accompanying deposit information at a remote site, the 
program product comprising: 

a set of computer usable media having computer readable program code embodied 
therein to be executed by a computer, the computer readable program code, when executed, 
causing a machine to perform the following method steps 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
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transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check image 
data for at least one check to be deposited; 

the central site identifying image data errors in the electronic data received; 

if image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site sending 
an instruction to correct the errors; 

the central site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data with the 
original check image data; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site initially transmitting electronic check data and the original check 
image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to a 
maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the maker bank, with the 
transmitting not being through an accounting program in the bank of first deposit. 

48. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for sending the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or 
the endorsed and/or voided check image data to a bank of first deposit. 

49. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, wherein the program code 
for receiving receives electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image 
data and/or endorsed and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, the checks for each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions to be 
deposited at a different bank of first deposit; and further comprising program code for sending 
each one of a plurality of the different deposit transactions to a respective different bank of 
first deposit 

50. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising program 
code at the remote site for reading said original check image data to create image information 
data, and comparing the image information data to the electronic check data. 
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5 1 . (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising program 
code for storing at least one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided 
check image data on a server accessible from the Internet. 

52. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
if it does* sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank; and 
if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

53. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

54. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for, if the original check image data is inaccurate or unreadable, then sending 
the instruction to the remote site to correct without first storing at the central site the original 
check image data having the error, and receiving corrected original check image data and/or 
corrected endorsed check image data. 

55. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for formatting the electronic check data and the original check image data for 
processing in an accounting system of the bank of first deposit. 

56- (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check, 
and if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the 
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check, if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the 
check to be printed; and if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then 
sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

57. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
an original deposit transaction. 

58. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 57, further comprising 
program code for 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment. 

59. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 58, ftirther comprising 
program code for 

determining if a re-presentment of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 
check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original 
deposit transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 

bank. 

60. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising a 
system with a plurality of different remote sites, and comprising program code for the 
following steps to be performed at each of a plurality of the remote sites: 

obtaining electronic deposit data for one or more original checks; 
converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 
comparing at least one deposit parameter in the electronic deposit data that is not an 
account number to an individual customer limit; 

providing a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 
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creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 
creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site. 

6 1 . (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 60, wherein the transmitting 
to the central site step comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

62. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 60, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining at one of the plurality of remote sites if endorsement information at the 
one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 
updated endorsement information from the central site. 

63. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 60, further comprising 
program code for 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction. 

64. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for the central site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be 
used to add an endorsement. 

65. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, wherein the step of 
transmitting the electronic check data and the check image da t a directly or indirectly to the 
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maker bank or the print site transmits both the original check image data and the endorsed 
and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank or the print site. 

66. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 47, further comprising 
program code for 

at the centra] site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an account 
number to an individual customer limit; and 

sending a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded. 

67. (Withdrawn) A method for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original 
checks with accompanying deposit information at a remote site, comprising: 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check image 
data for at least one check to be deposited; 

the central site identifying image data errors in the electronic data received; 

if image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site sending 
an instruction to correct the errors; 

the central site receiving endorsed and/or voided check image data; 

a computer at the central site associating the endorsed and/or voided check image data 
with the original check image data; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site initially transmitting electronic check data and the original check 
image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided check image data directly or indirectly to a 
maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the maker bank with the 
transmitting not being through an accounting program in the bank of first deposit. 

68. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising sending the 
electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the endorsed and/or voided 
check image data to a bank of first deposit. 
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69. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, wherein the receiving step receives 
electronic deposit data, electronic check data and original check image data and/or endorsed 
and/or voided check image data for a plurality of different deposit transactions, the checks for 
each one of the plurality of different deposit transactions to be deposited at a different bank of 
first deposit; and fhrther comprising program code for sending each one of a plurality of the 
different deposit transactions to a respective different bank of first deposit. 

70. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising reading said 
original check image data to create image information data, and comparing the image 
information data to the electronic check data. 

71. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising storing at least 
one of the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data on a 
server accessible from the Internet. 

72. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank; and 
if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

73. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising: 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

74. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, wherein if the original check image 
data is inaccurate or unreadable, then sending the instruction to the remote site to correct 
without first storing at the central site the original check image data having the error, and 
receiving corrected original check image data and/or corrected endorsed check image data, 
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75. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising formatting the 
electronic check data and the original check image data for processing in an accounting 
system of the bank of first deposit. 

76. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising determining if a 
bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the original check, and if it is the maker bank, then 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check, if the maker bank does 
require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the check to be printed; and if the 
maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check image data 
directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

77. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
an original deposit transaction. 

78. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 77, further comprising 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment. 

79. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 78, further comprising 
determining if a re-presentment of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 

check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original 

deposit transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 

bank. 

80. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising a system with a 
plurality of different remote sites, and comprising the following steps to be performed at each 
of a plurality of the remote sites: 
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obtaining electronic deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

comparing at least one deposit parameter in the electronic deposit data that is not an 
account number to an individual customer limit; 

providing a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 

creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site. 

81 . (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 80, wherein the transmitting to the 
central site step comprises transmitting both the original check image data and the endorsed 
and/or voided check image data. 

82. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 80, further comprising: 
determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 
if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 

updated endorsement information from the central site. 

83. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 80, further comprising 
receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for an 
original deposit transaction. 

84. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising the central site 
sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an endorsement. 

85. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, wherein the step of transmitting the 
electronic check data and the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank or the 
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print site transmits both the original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check 
image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank or the print site. 

86. (Withdrawn) The method as defined in claim 67, further comprising 

at the central site comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not an account 
number to an individual customer limit; and 

sending a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded. 

87. (Cancelled) 

88. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium program product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information and the individual customer limit is a customer number of monetary items limit. 

89. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein the deposit parameter is a total monetary amount of a deposit in the 
deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer total monetary amount 
deposit limit. 

90. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein the deposit parameter is a monetary amount of a monetary item in the 
deposit information and the individual customer limit is a customer monetary item amount 
limit. 

91 . (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein the deposit parameter is a number of deposits and the individual customer 
limit is a number of deposits limit. 

92. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein there are at least two deposit parameters compared against respective 
individual customer deposit limits, with two deposit parameters selected from the group 
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consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the individual 
customer limit being a customer number of monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of 
a deposit in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer total 
monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer monetary item amount limit, 
and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 

93. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram produot as defined in 
claim 123, wherein there are at least three deposit parameters compared against respective 
individual customer deposit limits, with three deposit parameters selected from the group 
consisting of a number of monetary items in the deposit information with the individual 
customer limit being a customer number of monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of 
a deposit in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer total 
monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer monetary item amount limit, 
and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 

94. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, wherein there are at least four deposit parameters compared against respective 
individual customer deposit limits, with the four deposit parameters comprising a number of 
monetary items in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a 
customer number of monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer total monetary amount 
deposit limit, a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer monetary item amount limit, and a number of 
deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 

95. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram produot as defined in 
claim 123, wherein the program code for receiving deposit information receives deposit 
information for a plurality of different deposit transactions each including a deposit account 
designation to a different bank of first deposit; and further comprising program code for 
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sending at least some of the deposit information for each different one of a plurality of the 
deposit transactions to a respective different one of the banks of first deposit. 

96. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram produot as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising program code for: 

deteimining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

97. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram produot as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising program code for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank. 

98. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram p gedaet as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising program code for 

determining if a bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the 

check; 

if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the 
check to be printed. 

99. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram produot as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising program code for 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
an original deposit transaction; and 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment. 
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1 00. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising program code for 

determining if a re-presentment of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 
check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key a$sociated with an original 
deposit transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 

bank. 

101. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium program produot as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising a system with a plurality of different remote sites, with 
program code for the following steps being performed at each of a plurality of the remote 
sites: 

obtaining deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 

creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the deposit data, the electronic check data and the original 
check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central system. 

1 02. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram pro duet as defined in 
claim 101, further comprising program code for: 

determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 
if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 
updated endorsement information from the central system. 
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103. (Currently amended) The computer-readable medium p rogram product as defined in 
claim 123, further comprising the central system sending endorsement information to the 
remote site to be used to add an endorsement. 

104. (Cancelled) 

105. (Cancelled). 

106. (Withdrawn) A program product for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of 
original checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, 
comprising: 

a set of computer usable media having computer readable program code embodied 
therein to be executed by a computer, the computer readable program code, when executed, 
causing a machine to perform the following method steps 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check image 
data for at least one check to be deposited, wherein the central site is not a bank of first 
deposit for these checks and wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of 
the checks is to a different remote bank of first deposit; 

the central site identifying image data errors in the electronic data received; 

if image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site sending 
an instruction to correct the errors; 

the central site transmitting the electronic deposit data for each different deposit 
transaction of the plurality to a respective different one of the remote banks of first deposit; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and check image data initially 
directly or indirectly to a maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the 
maker bank, with the transmitting not being through the bank of first deposit for these checks. 
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107. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 106, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 

check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not 

via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction; and 

if it does not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, 

but not via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

1 08. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 1 06, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 

if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank, but not via the bank of first deposit 
for that deposit transaction; and 

if not, sending the check image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank, but not 
via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

109. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 106, further comprising 
program code for 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
an original deposit transaction; and 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment. 

1 10. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 106, further comprising 
program code for 

determining if a re-prcsentment of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 
check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original 
deposit transaction; and 
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sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 
bank, but not via the bank of first deposit for that deposit transaction. 

111. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 1 06 3 further comprising a 
system with a plurality of different remote sites, with program code for the following steps 
being performed at each of a plurality of the remote sites: 

obtaining electronic deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

comparing at least one deposit parameter in the electronic deposit data that is not an 
account number to an individual elastomer limit; 

providing a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 

creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site. 

1 12. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 106, further comprising 
program code for; 

determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 
if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 
updated endorsement information from the central site. 

113. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 1 06, further comprising the 
central site sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an 
endorsement. 

114. (Withdrawn) A system for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original 
checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 
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an electronic storage; and 

a set of processors that use the electronic storage and include among them the 
following components 

a component at the central site for receiving deposit information for a plurality of 
different deposit transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different 
deposit transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check 
image data for at least one check to be deposited, wherein the central site is not a bank of first 
deposit for these checks and wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of 
the checks is to a different remote bank of first deposit; 

a component at the central site for identifying image data errors in the electronic data 
received; 

a component at the central site for, if image data errors are identified in the electronic 
data, then sending an instruction to correct the errors; 

a component at the central site for transmitting the electronic deposit data for each 
different deposit transaction of the plurality to a respective different one of the remote banks 
of first deposit; 

a component sorting the associated received data; and 

a component at the central site for transmitting electronic check data and check image 
data initially directly or indirectly to a maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in 
hard copy to the maker bank, with the transmitting not being through the bank of first deposit 
for these checks. 

1 1 5. (Withdrawn) A method for deposit processing at a central site a plurality of original 
checks deposited at a remote site with accompanying deposit information, comprising; 

the central site receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
transactions a deposit account designation, electronic check data and original check image 
data for at least one check to be deposited, wherein the central site is not a bank of first 
deposit for these checks and wherein the deposit account designation for each of a plurality of 
the checks is to a different remote bank of first deposit; 

the central site identifying image data errors in the electronic data received; 
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if image data errors are identified in the electronic data, then the central site sending 
an instruction to correct the errors; 

the central site transmitting the electronic deposit data for each different deposit 
transaction of the plurality to a respective different one of the remote banks of first deposit; 

sorting the associated received data; and 

the central site transmitting electronic check data and check image data initially 
directly or indirectly to a maker bank or to a print site for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the 
maker bank, with the transmitting not being through the bank of first deposit for these checks. 

1 16. (Withdrawn) A program product for processing at a remote site one or more original 
checks deposited at the remote site, comprising: 

a set of computer usable media having computer readable program code embodied 
therein to be executed by a computer, the computer readable program code, when executed, 
causing a machine to perform the following method steps 

obtaining electronic deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

a computer at the remote site comparing at least one deposit parameter in the 
electronic deposit data that is not an account number to an individual customer limit; 

providing a notice if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 

creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data and the 
original check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central site* 

1 17. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 1 1 6, wherein the creating 
endorsed and/or voided check image data step comprises 

sending the electronic deposit data, the electronic check data, and the original check 
image data to a central site; and 
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creating the endorsed and/or voided check image data only if at least an electronic 
notice is received from the central site that selected errors were not found in the original 
check image data. 

118. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 117, wherein the creating the 
endorsed and/or voided check image data further comprises after or contemporaneous with 
receiving the electronic notice electronically receiving endorsement information to use in 
creating the endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

119. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 116, wherein the transmitting 
step comprises also transmitting the endorsed and/or voided check image data. 

1 20. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 116, further comprising 
receiving an authorization from a central site to endorse and/or void one of the checks. 

121. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 1 16, further comprising 
program code for: 

determining if endorsement information at the remote site for a given one of the 
checks is up-to-date; and 

if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then electronically 
downloading updated endorsement information from another location. 

122. (Withdrawn) The program product as defined in claim 116, further comprising 
program code for 

receiving at the remote site return check image data for a return check coupled with a 
reference key for an original deposit transaction; and 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment 

123. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium comprising a p rogram product 
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for deposit processing at a central system a plurality of checks with accompanying deposit 
information, comprising: 

at least one compute r-readable mediunra s abl e m e dia having computer readable 
program code embodied therein or among them if more than one medium, to be executed by a 
computer, the computer readable program code, when executed, capable of causing a machine 
to perform the following method steps 

the central system receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
transactions a deposit account designation in a bank of first deposit* electronic check data and 
original check image data for at least one check to be deposited, wherein the central system is 
separate from MICR capture, deposit accounting, cash management, and float processing 
systems for the bank of first deposit; 

a computer at the central system comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not 
an account number to an individual customer limit in advance of transmitting any of the 
deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

sending a communication if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 

the central system performing at least one of sorting the received deposit information 
and error checking the received deposit information in advance of transmitting any of the 
deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

the central system transmitting at least some of the deposit information for each 
different deposit transaction to the bank of first deposit; 

the central system transmitting electronic check data and check image data directly or 
indirectly to a print oito for ultimat e d e liv e ry in hardcopy to a mak e r bank, or to the maker 
bank, or to a Federal Reserve Bank or a correspondent bank, or to a print site for ultimate 
delivery in hard copy to a maker bank, with this transmitting bypassing the MICR capture, 
deposit accounting, cash management, float processing or other systems of the bank of first 
deposit. 



124. (Currently amended) A system for deposit processing at a central system a plurality 
of checks with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 
an electronic storage; and 
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at least one processor operatively coupled to the electronic storage, wherein 
the at least one processor includes therein, or among them if more than one processor, the 
following components 

a component of the central system for receiving deposit information for a plurality of 
different deposit transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different 
deposit transactions a deposit account designation in a bank of first deposit, electronic check 
data and original check image data for at least one check to be deposited, wheiein the central 
system is separate from MICR capture, deposit accounting, cash management, and float 
processing systems for the bank of first deposit; 

a computer of the central system comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not 
an account number to an individual customer limit in advance of transmitting any of the 
deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

a component for sending a communication if the individual customer limit is 
exceeded; 

a component of the central system performing at least one of sorting the received 
deposit information and error checking the received deposit information in advance of 
transmitting any of the deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

a component of the central system transmitting at least some of the deposit 
information for each different deposit transaction to the bank of first deposit; 

a component of the central system transmitting electronic check data and check image 
data directly or indirectly to a print site for ultimate deliv e ry in hard oopy to th e maker bank, 
or to the maker bank or to a Federal Reserve Bank or a correspondent bank, or to a print site 
for ultimate delivery in hard copy to the maker bank, with this transmitting bypassing the 
MICR capture, deposit accounting, cash management, float processing or other systems of the 
bank of first deposit. 

125. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a number of monetary items in the deposit information and the individual 
customer limit is a customer number of monetary items limit. 
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1 26. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information and the 
individual customer limit is a customer total monetary amount deposit limit. 

127. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 1 24, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information and the 
individual customer limit is a customer monetary item amount limit. 

128. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits 
limit. 

129. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein there are at least 
two deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
two deposit parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in 
the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of 
monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit* a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual 
customer limit is a number of deposits limit, 

130. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein there are at least 
three deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
three deposit parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in 
the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of 
monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual 
customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 
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131. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein there are at least 
four deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
the four deposit parameters comprising a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of monetary items 
limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the individual 
customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary amount of a 
monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a 
number of deposits limit. 

132. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, wherein the system for 
receiving deposit information receives deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, each one of the plurality including a deposit account designation to a different 
bank of first deposit; and wherein the component for sending sends at least some of the 
deposit information for each different one of a plurality of the deposit transactions to a 
respective different one of the banks of first deposit, 

133. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising a 
component for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 
if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

1 34. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising a 
component for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data and forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank. 
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135. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising 
component for 

determining if the bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the check; and 

if it is the maker bank for the check, then determining if the maker bank requires a 

hard copy of the check; 

if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the 

check to be printed. 

136. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising a 
component for 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 
an original deposit transaction; and 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 
maker bank for re-presentment. 

137. (Previously presented) The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising a 
component for 

determining if a re-presentmcnt of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 
check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original 
deposit transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 

bank. 

1 38. (Previously presented)The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising a 
system with a plurality of different remote sites, each with components for performing the 
following steps at each of a plurality of the remote sites: 

obtaining deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 
creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 
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creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the deposit data, the electronic check data and the original 
check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central system. 

1 39. (Previously presented)The system as defined in claim 138, further comprising a 
component for: 

determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 
if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 
updated endorsement information from the central system. 

140. (Previously presented)The system as defined in claim 124, further comprising the 
central system sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an 
endorsement. 

141. (Currently amended) A method for deposit processing by a central system a plurality 
of checks with accompanying deposit information, comprising: 

the central system receiving deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, with the deposit information including for each of the different deposit 
transactions a deposit account designation in a bank of first deposit, electronic check data and 
original check image data for al least one check to be deposited, wherein the central system is 
separate from MICR capture, deposit accounting, cash management, and float processing 
systems for the bank of first deposit; 

a computer at the central system comparing at least one deposit parameter that is not 
an account number to an individual customer limit in advance of transmitting any of the 
deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

sending a communication if the individual customer limit is exceeded; 
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the central system performing at least one of sorting the received deposit information 
and error checking the received deposit information in advance of transmitting any of the 
deposit information to the bank of first deposit; 

the central system transmitting at least some of the deposit information for each 
different deposit transaction to the bank of first deposit; 

the central system transmitting electronic check data and check image data directly or 
indirectly to-a-print sit e for ultimat e d e livery in hard copy to a maker bank, or to the maker 
bank, or to a Federal Reserve Bank or a correspondent bank, or to a print site for ultimate 
delivery in hard copy to a maker bank, w ith this transmitting bypassing the MICR capture, 
deposit accounting, cash management, float processing or other systems of the bank of first 
deposit. 

142. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a number of monetary items in the deposit information and the individual 
customer limit is a customer number of monetary items limit. 

143. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information and the 
individual customer limit is a customer total monetary amount deposit limit. 

144. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a monetary amount of a monetary item in the deposit information and the 
individual customer limit is a customer monetary item amount limit. 

145. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein the deposit 
parameter is a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a number of deposits 
limit. 

146. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein there are at least 
two deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
two deposit parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in 
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the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of 
monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual 
customer limit is a number of deposits limit. 

147. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein there are at least 
three deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
three deposit parameters selected from the group consisting of a number of monetary items in 
the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of 
monetary items limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the 
individual customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary 
amount of a monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit 
being a customer monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual 
customer limit is a number of deposits limit 

148. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, wherein there are at least 
four deposit parameters compared against respective individual customer deposit limits, with 
the four deposit parameters comprising a number of monetary items in the deposit 
information with the individual customer limit being a customer number of monetary items 
limit, a total monetary amount of a deposit in the deposit information with the individual 
customer limit being a customer total monetary amount deposit limit, a monetary amount of a 
monetary item in the deposit information with the individual customer limit being a customer 
monetary item amount limit, and a number of deposits and the individual customer limit is a 
number of deposits limit. 

149. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141 , wherein the system for 
receiving deposit information receives deposit information for a plurality of different deposit 
transactions, each one of the plurality including a deposit account designation to a different 
bank of first deposit; and wherein the sending step sends at least some of the deposit 
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information for each different one of a plurality of the deposit transactions to a respective 
different one of the banks of first deposit. 

150, (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, further comprising 
determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; and 

if it does, sending check image data to the print site for printing a hard copy of the 
check and sending the hard copy of the check directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

151, (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141 , further comprising 
component for: 

determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the check; 
if it does, printing a copy of the check from the check image data aad forwarding 
directly or indirectly the printed check to the maker bank. 

152, (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, further comprising 
detennining if the bank of first deposit is a maker bank for the check; and 

if it is the maker bank, then determining if the maker bank requires a hard copy of the 

check; 

if the maker bank does require a hard copy of the check, then causing a copy of the 
check to be printed; and 

if the maker bank does not require a hard copy of the check, then sending the check 
image data directly or indirectly to the maker bank. 

) 53. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141 , further comprising 

receiving return check image data for a return check coupled with a reference key for 

an original deposit transaction; and 

sending the return check image data with the reference key directly or indirectly to the 

maker bank for re -presentment. 

1 54. (Previously presented) The method as defined in claim 141, further comprising 
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determining if a re-presentment of a returned check requires a hard copy of the return 
check or if the check data image is acceptable for the re-presentment; and 

if the check image is acceptable, obtaining a reference key associated with an original 
deposit transaction; and 

sending directly or indirectly the check image data and the reference key to the maker 

bank. 

1 55. (Previously presented)The method as defined in claim 141, further comprising a 
system with a plurality of different remote sites, with the following steps being performed at 
each of a plurality of the remote sites: 

obtaining deposit data for one or more original checks; 

converting data for each of the one or more original checks into electronic check data; 

creating original check image data for each of the one or more original checks; 

creating endorsed and/or voided check image data for each of a plurality of the one or 
more original checks; 

electronically associating the deposit data, the electronic check data and the original 
check image data and the endorsed and/or voided check image data; and 

transmitting the electronic check data and the original check image data and/or the 
endorsed and/or voided check image to the central system. 

1 56. (Previously presented)The method as defined in claim 155, further comprising: 
determining if endorsement information at one of the remote sites is up-to-date; and 
if the endorsement information at the remote site is not up-to-date, then downloading 

updated endorsement information from the central system. 

157. (Previously presented)The method as defined in claim 141 , further comprising the 
central system sending endorsement information to the remote site to be used to add an 
endorsement. 
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